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BY THOMAS H. SKINNER, D.D. 





“THY WILL BE DONE.” 


“THEREFORE hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will 
he hardeneth.”—Rom. 9: 18. 


That there are things hard to be understood in the Epistles ot 
Paul, does not disprove the inspiration of those Epistles, and is 
no reason why we should not make them, and especially the 
difficult parts of them, the subjects of our study and reflection. 
Those who would have us confine ourselves to the chapters and 
verses of the Bible which a child can comprehend, forget that the 
Scriptures were not given for children only; that the Bible itself 
speaks dispraisingly of those who remain children in their religi- 
ous studies and attainments; that meditation on the deeper 
and more difficult parts of the Bible is encouraged in the Bible it- 
self; that the intellectual and spiritual powers can be well devel- 
oped only by being conversant with great themes, which while 
they enlarge and greaten the soul by action and reaction, stretch 
. still far away beyond its utmost ken, presenting to view new fields 
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for thought, new and inexhaustible treasures of spiritual know- 
ledge; and that as the Book of God, with all its contents, plain 
and obscure, was given to be studied till the world comes to its 
end, so the Providence of God is constantly elucidating that Book; 
and by the general course of events, and especially by the progress 
of art and science, philosophy and letters, in all their departments, 
is pouring in fresh light upon it almost every day. | 

Among the difficult places in the writings of Paul, the pre- 
eminence some would give to the ninth chapter to the Romans; 
and the hardest verse in that chapter they would count that which 
I have chosen for the subject of our present meditation. If this 
were my own impression, I might be justly thought to have un- 
dertaken to-day to excercise myself and my hearers in things too 
high for us; but my conviction is very different. Though I do 
not consider this chapter to be one of those parts of the Bible that 
need no exposition, yet I would not class it with the obscurest 
passages. Its difficulties seem to me to be chiefly of the kind 
which task the strength of the intellect less than the docility of 
the heart; and I am quite confident, that if we approach the sub- 
ject before us with a meek and teachable spirit, we shall find it 
will open itself to our understanding, almost of its own accord, or 
at least with only the common measure of application. 

I premise a remark on the Infinite Nature of the glorious Being 
whose ways we are to consider. Our knowledge of it is neces- 
sarily limited and imperfect. ‘ Lo these are parts of his ways; 
but how little a portion is heard of him; but the thunder of his 
power who can understand? Canst thou by searching find out 
God? Canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection? It is 
as high as heaven, what canst thou do; deeper than hell, what 
canst thou know?” Now my remark is this: that we ought not 
to make what is unknown about God a ground of objection to 
what is known, and what commends itself as inherently true or 
right. Among the things we do not know of God, is the mode of 
his internal activity; how he thinks, how he purposes, how 
he feels and acts within himself. As to this. knowledge, it 
is “too high for us; we can not attain unto it.” Let it then be 
too high: “ Let not our heart be haughty, nor eyes lofty, neither 
let us exercise ourselves in great matters, or in things too high for 
us.” The eternal God who dwells in eternity, must needs, if 
he think and will at all, think and will in his own timeless 
and changeless eternity. This to us, is incomprehensible; we 
know, and can know nothing concerning it. Let us not suffer 
ourselves to think or reason as if we did know it perfectly. Let 
‘us not presume to lay in this, the absolutely unknown and un- 
knowable, a basis for an argument against the known and the pal- 
pable and the right. If God’s AcEncy be right, if it express a 
determination and act of his will, not objectionable in itself, it is 
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only presumption, and presumption to the last degree perverse 
and impious, to raise, or to imagine the possibility of there being an 
objection to it. If no fault can be found with what God does; if 
this be to the praise of his glory, there is no madness so great 
as that which would impute fault to it, directly or impliedly, by 
reasoning against it from what, to all finite intelligence, is unknown 
and unsearchable. I return to our text. 

The contents of this passage may be reduced to two heads: 

I. A TWO-FOLD DIVINE AGENCY, AND 


Il. Ivs Ruve or DIRECTIVE PRINCIPLE. 


I. The agency of God now to be considered, is that which con- 
cerns itself in showing mercy to men, on the one hand; and, on 
the other hand, in hardening them. What, in the first place, are 
we to understand by showing mercy, in this text? 

The mercy here meant is not the common bounty of Divine 
Providence; the mercy which spares and protects the lives of men, 

rovides their food, and bestows the various temporal blessings of 
ife. The sun riseth and the rain descends upon the evil and the 
good, the saved and the lost. Mercy in dispensing its fruits of this 
kind, makes no difference; nay, often is more liberal to the wicked 
than the righteous—the enemies than the friends of God. 

Nor is it that mercy which sent a Saviour into the world, and 
by his death on the cross made the forgiveness of sinners con- 
sistent with the Divine justice; and thus opened the door for the 
return of man to God, and for the outpouring of God’s grace and 
Spirit unto man. That door stands open to the whole world; to 
those who finally perish as well as to those who are saved. God 
sent his Son into the world, that the world might be saved; he 
laid upon him the iniquity of us all: and for that iniquity he 
made atonement; he was the ransom for all; he tasted death for 
every man; he was the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins of the whole world. 

Nor is the mercy here intended, that which on the ground of the 
atonement, makes the overture of salvation to man; and by the 
Scriptures, by the voice of the living ministry, by the strivings 
of the Spirit, and by the dispensations of Providence, urges the 
acceptance of the gracious overture. Mercy in these forms, is in 
different degrees indiscriminately imparted; and with as much 
sincerity and earnestness to those who do not, as to those who do 
finally receive the grace of God. 

What now remains, but that the mercy of which the apostle 
here speaks is the mercy which actually saves mankind; the 
mercy that renews, forgives, justifies, sanctifies, glorifies men. 
This mercy is not shown to all. Here discrimination is made. 
God in other exercises of mercy, makes no difference; but in 
actually saving man, he does make a difference. All are not re- 
newed, all are not sanctified, all are not saved: there are two in 
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the same family, the same bed, the same womb; the one is taken 
and the other left. 

Farther, that the showing of mercy here meant, is the renewin 
or saving of men, is proved, from its being put in contrast with 
the hardening of them: This will be manifest when we have seen 
what this hardening means. Let us inquire into its meaning. 

What are we to understand by God’s hardening mankind? This 
and the like language is used in Scripture abundantly, and with- 
out any guard or caveat against oY Take the fol- 
lowing specimens. Exod. 19:12: ‘The Lord hardened the heart 
of Pharaoh.” Exod. 10:1: “Go in unto Pharaoh, for I have 
hardened his heart, and the heart of his servants.” Deut. 2:30: 
“But Sihon King of Heshbon would not let us pass by him; for 
the Lord thy God hardened his spirit, and made his heart obsti- 
nate.” Isa. 63:19: “O Lord, why hast thou made us to err 
from thy ways, and hardened our heart from thy fear?” John 
12:40: “He hath blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, 
that they should not see with their eyes,” etc. Thus freely and 
boldly speaks the Scriptures on this, as some think, delicate point; 
unapprehensive it would seem, that any one would ever call in 
question either the truth or the prudence of its utterances. 

Preliminary to my exposition of the meaning of Scripture in 
these places, I would remark that its meaning can not be incon- 
sistent with that of any other Scripture statement. All Scripture 


being given by Divine — is true; and truth can not be 


inconsistent with itself: Where there is obscurity, it must not be 
understood as contradicting explicit statements elsewhere made. 
If a friend in a communication with yourself, says many things 
concerning you which clearly express or imply the highest regard 
for your character and happiness, and then says something else 
which interpreted one way indicates malignity, it must not be so 
interpreted, unless you would make him insincere and false. That 
expression means nothing inconsistent with the spirit and feelings 
of friendship, and candor can give it no other meaning. When 
Christ said to Peter, ‘‘Get thee behind me, Satan,” whatever he 
meant by that strong language, he did not intend to deny the 
general excellence of Peter’s character, or his own commendation 
of it given on a former occasion. The true meaning of any de- 
liverance of Scripture, is what it means when taken as it lies in 
“the living context,” or when interpreted as a “ codrganized part 
of the great organic whole” of the Bible. ‘To detach a passage 
from its connections and relations in the system to which it be- 
longs, and give it a literal interpretation so detached, is not the 
way to give the sense of Scripture, any more than you would 
give a just exhibition of the beauty and symmetry of the human 
arm, by tearing it from the body, and presenting it to the eye in 
that lifeless and mangled form. To deal thus with a Scripture 
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passage is, I say, the way, not to interpret, but to pervert and 
falsify it. That passage must be taken, and all cognate and affili- 
ated truths taken also; and the true sense of the former, is the 
one which runs smooth and even and congenerously with each 
and every one of the latter. 

I now proceed to observe, that by God’s hardening men, can not 
be meant his producing in them hardness or obstinacy of spirit, 
by the direct and irresistible action of his power. Nothing is said 
as to the mode in which the effect is brought about, and nothing 
should be presumed on this subject inconsistently with the purity 
and benevolence of the Divine nature, To say that God hardens 
men in the same way that he created the world, or that he subdues 
ancl converts sinners, is to make him alike the author of evil and 
of good —as censurable for the former as he is praiseworthy for the 
latter. This, I need not say, is blasphemy. 

Again, nothing can be meant by God’s hardening men, which 
implies malignity on his part, or that he takes pleasure in their 
sin and ruin. He has denied on his oath that he is governed by 
such feeling; and to suppose him influenced by it, is to make him 
a sinful being. 

Nor must we interpret this language so as to make God answer- 
able in any way, or in any degree whatever, for the state of feeling 
here expressed, God has no agency in producing it, which implies 
his accountability for it. When Satan tempts men to sin, he has 
a hand in their sinning, and is in a sense answerable for it. Not 
so with God. He is not, in any bad sense, the tempter of men. 
He aims not, he employs no means adapted to nourish unholy 
feeling in them, or to seduce them to evil. Let no man say, when 
he is tempted, I am tempted of God; for God is not tempted with 
evil, neither tempteth he any man. 

Neither must we take this language as importing that God in 
hardening men, ceases to use means adapted in their own nature 
to have the opposite effect. The reverse is true. When Pharoah’s 
heart was hardened, God was dealing with him in a manner emi- 
nently suited to soften and subdue it. And so in other cases. 
Those who become hardened among ourselves, are hardened in the 
fire of the Divine love—a fire which should instantly melt them. 
It is by resisting the strongest of all motives to repentance, that 
men are confirmed in impenitence. By hearing, they hear not; 
BY seeing, they see not. They suppress conviction; they. resist 
the Spirit of God, and so become hardened. 

We have then a fact before us; namely, that God hardens men ; 
but we have also before us these other facts; namely, that God 
does not produce hardness in men by the direct and uncontrollable 
action of his creative power; that he does not bear malice toward 
men, and harden them, in revenge; that he uses no means adapted 
in their own nature, and designed on his part to lead them into 
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this state of feeling; and that they actually become hardened, 
while God is using means with them eminently adapted to have 
the opposite effect. Now this, I say, brethren: let no one take 
the fact here stated, without taking these other facts also. Let no 
one say that God hardens men in the same way that he made 
them, or because he hates them, or does not desire their happiness, 
or uses no means adapted to subdue and save them. Take these 
things together; understand them in a consistency with one another; 
and each and every one of them—the first not excepted—will com- 
mend themselves to every man’s understanding and conscience. 

Let me now state an import of God’s hardening men, which 
does not disagree with any one of the facts which have been men- 
tioned. What, if while God is using means with men suited to 
bring them to repentance, while he goes as far as wisdom and 
goodness will allow, in seeking their recovery to himself; what if, 
in the exercise of their moral freedom, they resist him to the last, 
and by means of this resistance strengthen their depravity, and 
sear their consciences and harden their hearts; and what if God, 
regarding the glory of his name and the good of his kingdom, 
goes no further with his methods of mercy, but gives up these re- 
bellious men to their own will and way, withdraws the influences 
of his long insulted Spirit, and abandons them to Satan; and 
what if the result is, that in this way they become incurably de- 
praved, and unchangeably hardened in sin? Inasmuch as God 
governs the world, and orders all things which come to pass, and 
is In some sense the cause and author of all things; inasmuch, 
particularly, as it is in connection with his agency in divers re- 
spects, that this hardness in men takes place; it is therefore proper 
to ascribe it to his Providence. Shall it be considered to fis re- 
proach, that it is ascribable to him in the way and meaning now 
explained? No, says reason ; no, says every intelligent conscience, 
Thus to harden men, may not be unworthy—may be, indeed, most 
becoming the infinite perfection of God. He retains his immacv- 
late purity ; he retains his goodness; he retains his great mercy ; 
while he judicially abandons men to hardness of heart; and as 
thus hardened, seals them to the day of their perdition. Now, 
my hearers, this is the sense, the only sense known to us, in which 
the hardening of men is ascribable to God. 


II. Having explained the twofold agency here ascribed to the 
Most High, I proceed, as proposed, secondly to consider the rule 
of its exercise. This is expressly said to be none other than His 
OWN PLEASURE. He hath mercy on whom he will; he pardoneth 
whom he will. His wit decides the matter. The destinies of all 
men hang on his Almighty will. Talk we of rule in this case? 
The only rule is, the uncontrollable choice of the Divine Being. 
So says the Scripture, not in this place only, but every where, both 
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in the Old and New Testaments. Dominion and fear are with him. 
He ts in one mind, and who can turn him? and what his soul de- 
sireth, even that he doeth. I form the light, and create darkness; I 
make peace, and create evil ; I, the Lord, do all these things. Thou hast 
hid these things: from the wise and prudent, and revealed them unto 
babes : Even so, for so it seemed good in thy sight. For the children 
being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the pur- 

e of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him 
that calleth ; it was said unto her, the elder shall save the younger. As 
it ts written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 

Nothing is more clear than that Scripture every where gives to 
God the prerogative of settling human destiny, and of settling it 
as he pleases. This is a fact; but there are also other facts relat- 
ing to this matter, no less strongly affirmed in Scripture, and cor- 
roborated by reason and observation; and taking all these facts 
together, the first lies before us only as a codrganized part of an 
organic whole, and in that view it no longer seems repulsive, but 
as desirable as it is awful. Let us now look at some of these other 
facts. 

It is a fact, then, I would first say, that the will exercised in the 
high case before us, is the will of a good Being; not of a Being 
without affections, as some represent him, but one who has the 
heart of a Father toward his creatures; who has the liveliest 
and the purest interest in their happiness; and who, by the 
eternal propensities of his nature, is intent on promoting their 
happiness in the highest degree. Bring in this fact, and lay. it by 
the side of the other, and look at them both: what now is the 
truth? Why, that the will that decides our destinies, is a will 
ruled by Infinite Goodness. Not arbitrary, not tyrannical will ; 
but a will influenced by pure and perfect love. ho would give 
the prerogative of decision to any other will ? 

Again, it is a fact that this will has a perfect intelligence to 
guide its determinations. It is not a reasonless, blind will; neither 
are the considerations which influence it misjudged of, or too much 
or too little regarded. The future is all present to its view; all 
things, both in immensity and eternity, are distinctly before it, and 
have precisely that influence upon it which they ought to have. 
The decisions of this will are formed in perfect wisdom, as well as 
perfect love. God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. See 
how this fact modifies and brightens the first one. 

Further, it is a fact that the will which seals men to mercy or 
to hardness, is associated with the attribute of immutability. It 
is the will of one with whom there is no variableness nor shadow 
of turning. When perfect love and perfect light have decided, 
it is desirable that the decision stand, to wish for a changé, 
is to wish, not for good, but evil; or at least to prefer a 
less good to the greatest which is possible. Who, then, would 
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eer any other will as the rule of destiny before the will of 
) 

Here then is the basis of piety and of trust. Our destinies do 
hang upon the will of God; but that will is benevolent, infallible, 
and firm in itsdeterminations. Letit havesway. Thy will, O God! 
be done. Show mercy to whom thou wilt show mercy. Harden 
whom thou wilt harden. 

Have we might stop. But there are certain other well-known 
facts, springing as from their root, from those great ones just 
mentioned, to which I can not but advert. 

It is, for example, a fact, that God never wills to harden any 
one, except as contemptuously rejecting his mercy. He does not 
harden men before they begin to exercise moral agency, or 
before he tenders them his grace and Spirit, or until he has dealt 
with them to bring them to repentance, and endured their perverse- 
ness with much long-suffering. His hardening is judicial; not 
arbitrary, but in punishment of sin, and of sin persisted in till all 
the methods of recovery that goodness and wisdom can use, are 
exhausted of their force, and are worn out. It does not pre- 
cede, but follows the atonement, and the offer of pardon, and the 
striving of the Spirit, and resistance of his influences. So God 
hardens men; and as he hardens, so he wills to harden them. 
Who can find fault ? 

Again, it is a fact, that in showing mercy, God puts honor upon 
the ministrations and ordinances of the Gospel, making them the 
channels of his recovering and saving power, and not exerting 
that power irrespectively of them. The vessels of his mercy are . 
not chosen from among the unevangelized; but where the light of 
truth shines, and the joyful sound of the Word is heard, and the 
Sabbath is sanctified, and children are trained up in his fear, and so- 
ciety is built up upon Christian foundations. Nor does he disre- 
gard human anxieties and strivings after salvation. The objects 
of his mercy are not those who never hear his Word, nor visit his 
sanctuary, nor remember to sanctify his holy day; nor are they 
those who do these things occasionally and superficially, but those 
who do them constantly and diligently, and in proportion, ordina- 
rily, to the degree of their diligence. Here it is that God’s elect- 
ing grace reveals itself. Sometimes, indeed, it is discovered in 
other circumstances ; now and then, it takes a scoffer, a publican, 
@ persecutor, a murderer, but generally its course is such as to en- 
courage in the highest degree religious education and exertions— 
exertions on the part of the ministry and the churches, and on the 
part also of unconverted men. 

While then it is a fact that God hath mercy on whom he will 
have mercy, the other things here stated are also facts. And now 
taking these facts together, why should the announcement of the 
first one have the sound of harshness in the ear, or be unwelcome 
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to the heart? Nor should it be discouraging to any one, even 
when it is added, whom he will he hardeneth. The truth con- 
veyed in this announcement, is not that God discriminates in this 
matter witbout goodness or without reason, or regardless of means 
and human endeavors; but these two things are published, and 
only these, namely : 

First, that God’s reason for the discrimination is not that the 
vessels of mercy deserve favor on account of personal goodness, 
any more than the vessels of wrath. Both are undeserving, and 
the latter perhaps not more than the former. Should God’s deter- 
mination be influenced by what men deserve, he would show 
mercy to none: 

Secondly, that the reason is not made known, but remains a 
secret perhaps to the whole universe, in the breast of the Al- 
mighty. This is what is true, and it is this truth precisely that 
the expression indicates. God conceals his reason; gives no ac- 
count of the matter; leaves every creature to wonder why it is 
that he saves one man, and does not save another; what it is 
that determines his will, when he wills to show mercy on the one 
hand, and on the other to harden. ‘Oh! the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God, how unsearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways past finding out. For who hath 
known the mind of the Lord, or who hath been his counselor?” 


REMARKS. 


1. The divine purpose and conduct in respect to the destinies of 
man are not opposed to reason, but are altogether approved and 
commended by it. It is right that our destinies should be in our 
Maker’s hands; and it is right that his will should decide in respect 
to them: and he does all things well in carrying out his decision. 

His agency regards us as sinners who, by transgression, have 
forfeited his favor; yet who, nevertheless, have received infinite 
favor from him, and, notwithstanding this, have persisted in 
rebellion against him. It belongs to him to determine whether, 
and how far effectual mercy should be extended to the race. If 
discrimination was to be made, it belonged to him to make it; it 
was with him to decide who shall rise to heaven and who sink to 
hell; to have mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he 
will to harden. 

His discrimination is not arbitrary; the perfection of his Nature 
makes it certain that there is a reason for it, which, if made known 
and appreciated, would be acknowledged to be sufficient by all. 
That he does not make it known, that he conceals, in this matter, 
is doubtless to his glory. His benevolence itself may require the 
concealment ; it might, for aught we know, be an everlasting detri- 
ment to the happiness and virtue of the universe, to divulge what 
in this case he i chosen to hide in impenetrable secresy. 
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And in executing his sovereign will he is not simply despotic, 
He is a compassionate Father still as well as a Judge and Sove- 
reign, even in his dealings with the incorrigible objects of eventual 
reprobation. He is reluctant to abandon them; bears long with 
their contempt, is not willing that one of them should perish, and 
though at last he hardens them, does it not otherwise than through 
their own incorrigible hardening of themselves. What place, 
then, is there for objections? Or what answer shall we give to 
them? None better surely, than that which is written: ‘ Who 
art thou, O man! that repliest against God? Shall the thing 
formed say to him that formed it, why hast thou made me thus? 
Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to 
make one vessel unto honor, and another unto dishonor? 
What if God willing to show his wrath, and make his power 
known, endured with much long suffering the vessels of wrath 
fitted into destruction? And that he might make known the 
riches of his glory, on the vessels of mercy which he had afore 
prepared unto glory.” ; 

2. We see what a fearful thing it is to receive the grace of God 
in vain; to despise the riches of his goodness and forbearance and 
long-suffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth to 
repentance? What sentence was ever uttered of a more appalling 
sound than: Whom he will he hardeneth? To an ear that truly 
discerns it, it is more terrific than that so dreadful phrase, “ the 
damnation of hell.” It expresses the chief element of this damna- 
tion : it gives some perception of its nature. Hardened! that is to 
say, steeled, petrified in heart against all the influences and methods 
of goodness; seared in conscience as with a hot iron; past feeling; 
the internal state such that Sabbaths and sermons and providences, 
and the strivings of the Spirit, and promises and prayers and all 
other means of grace become to it but means of progressive indu- 
ration and corruption. This is what they are bringing on them- 
selves who abide in sin under the sound of the Gospel. Men mind 
not this; they think little of it; they sometimes welcome it; nay, 
they often industriously court and cherish it; but they know not 
what they do: the miseries and sins comprised in the eternal loss 
of the soul, are but the development and outworkings of hardness 
of heart. 

8. Two views are to be taken of the small success of the Gospel. 
Men harden themselves, and exult that there are so few Christians, 
and say that the fewness of our numbers argues our cause weak, 
and Christianity fictitious. But when punishment connects itself 
with crime, authority is magnified and government triumphs ; and 
if men’s hardening themselves be sin, it is also punishment, and 
punishment complete and perfect. They herein and hereby be- 
come the executioners of justice upon themselves. While, there- 
fore, by hardening themselves, and boasting against the Gospel, 
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they in one view dishonor the Gospel ; in another view, the Gos- 
pel, by the self-same means, asserts its authority, and clothes itself 
in terrible majesty and strength: “‘ Whosoever shall fall on this 
stone shall be broken ; but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind 
him to powder.” This truly is matter for the Church’s lamenta- 
tion ; it calls for her tears and wrestling intercessions in the world’s 
behalf; but compassion is consistent with the love of order, and 
sorrow over the ruin which the world incurs, with rejoicing that 
the Gospel herein honors and magnifies itself. Therefore, said the 
holy Apostle: ‘Thanks be unto God, who always causeth us to 
triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savor of his know- 
ledge by us in every place. For we are unto God a sweet savor 
of Christ, in them that are saved and in them that perish: to the 
one, we are the savor of death, and to the other, the savor of life 
unto life.” 

4. On the whole, the consideration of the subject shows us that 
there is no cause for any suppression of the truth respecting it. 
Half-truths should not be uttered; detached truths are truths no 
longer; prudence, discretion, the meekness of wisdom, sound 
speech which can not be condemned, as always, are now required ; 
special unction and tenderness, too, are demanded; but there is no 
need of reserve, or indirection, or timidity. Make a full, faithful, 
and free announcement of the whole truth; and results may be 
calmly left to God in hope of his blessing. Some persons may be 
offended, but others will be blest; and all would be blest if they 
would lay aside perverseness and use the truth aright. Its proper 
tendency, its legitimate fruit, is good—only, purely, eminently 
good. For the Gospel’s sake, for the sake of the Church, for the 
sake even of the world that hates it, its fearless announcement is 
demanded. No man who has not already sealed himself ? to the 
doom of the ungodly, can hear, and believe, and put himself under 
the proper power of this truth, without either making his peace 
with God, or condeming and trembling in himself continually, that 
he has not done so. 
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SERMON X. 


—— 


BY REY. A. HARTPENCE, 


PASTOR OF THE PRESBYTERIAN OHURCH, NASHVILLE, TENN. 





“THE NIGHT IS FAR SPENT.” 


“THE night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of 
darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.”—-Rom. 13 : 12. 


THE orbs have journeyed on, and we now pass one of those im- 
aginary lines which measure the lapse of time. The stream bears 
us on its bosom, and almost unconscious of its rapid flow we have 
passed the varying scenes of another year. Before we rush into 
the business and pleasures, the toils and anxieties, the joys and 
sorrows of a New Year, let us stopa moment and consider. Suit- 
able reviews and prospects of time tend to moral improvement; 
and the Christian should not overlook any means fitted to develop 
his higher life, and promote preparation for his celestial home. 
Absorbed with things seen and temporal—prone to love and serve 
the creature—we often forget whence we came, what we are, and 
whither we are tending. As children sporting on some crumbling 
precipice, unconscious of danger, need a kind voice to call them 
away, so we need the voice of admonition. It comes from the 
apostle in these words: 

“The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast 
off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.” 

Christians here learn that their state of darkness and trials in 
this world will soon be exchanged for a state of light and bliss in 
heaven, and therefore they should cease from the commission of sin, 
and engage most earnestly in the performance of all their duties. 


I. “ The night is far spent.” 


As Christians, our time of seeing through a glass darkly is so far 
spent as to be very short. 

1. The night of probation is rapidly passing. This truth is im- 
pressed upon us by the providence and word of God. 

During the past year the king of terrors, with fatal arrows in 
hand, has visited homes in every clime. Death has done his work 
in the mansion and the cottage. He has gathered victims from the 
aged and the young, from chairs of state and fields of battle, from 
crowded cities and burning ships, from rural homes and tribes in 
nature’s solitudes. Parents and children, brothers and sisters, hus- 
bands and wives, friends and neighbors, loving and beloved, have 
bade each other a long farewell. Babes have been snatched from 
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anxious mothers’ arms, and fond mothers from the caresses of dar- 
ling children. Homes are desolate, tears trickle from eyes unused 
to weeping, mourners go about the streets, and many hearts feel a 
bitterness unspeakable. As the sun in heaven chases darkness 
round the world, lighting every abode of man in the cheerless 
North and the burning South, in the palmy East and the golden 
West, at every moment of his course, he sees robes and rags alike 
exchanged for the habiliments of the grave. Some who commenc- 
ed the past year with us, hopeful and happy in all that earth af- 
fords, have ended life’s journey and left us to mourn. Let the 
ceaseless and rapid flight of time teach us to improve it. Entering 
upon the duties and dangers of another year, we should realize 
that ‘‘We spend our years as atale that is told. So teach us to 
number our days that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.” 

Have we spent the past year in dealing with life’s great realities? 
Have we lived for some real purpose? What do the mass of 
men live for? Too much like the irrational part of creation, they 
only eat, sleep, and die. How much wiser or better is the world 
than if they had not been born? All are in danger of wasting 
precious time ; not one moment should be lost. hen our desti- 
nies for all eternity hang on the improvement of the present mo- 
ment, who can waste time, or be indifferent to its rapid flight? 
The night of probation being far spent, can we begin a New Year 
without selfexamination? Many are busy settling their accounts, 
wishing to see just how they stand as to their prospects in business. 
This is well. But what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 
Should not all seek first the kingdom of God? What is thy spir- 
itual state as this new year opens upon thee? Hast thou laid u 
treasure in heaven? Hast thou become willing to sell all that 
thou hast in order to buy the treasure hid in the celestial fields? 
Hast thou sold all that Jesus demands, and bought the pearl of 
great — Have all things been counted loss for Christ’s sake? 
Art thou thoroughly persuaded that it is worth while to be a 
Christian? Ifconvinced of the importance of salvation, while time 
is given, thou wilt give up every thing to win Christ, and be cloth- 
ed in his pure righteousness. Is all well with thy soul, my friend? 
No? Then thou art in peril every moment. 


“ A point of time—a moment’s space, 
Removes me to yon heavenly place, 
Or shuts me up in hell !” 


Have you felt your need of the great Physician? See how the 
malady of sin eats out the very vitals without the balm of Gilead. 
Have you secured a title to mansions with the saints in light? If 
not, commit your cause to the great Advocate without delay. As 
you would escape the coming storms of wrath and secure a home 
in heaven, examine yourself on this first Sabbath of the year. Why 
be a stranger to yourself, and utterly uncertain whether the present 
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year will fix your eternal state in Paradise or perdition? Awake, 
O sleeper! for “the night is far spent.” Since the hour of death 
and the end of probation are with a sovereign God, and we can not 
boast of to-morrow ; since some of us should feel the force of the 

rophet’s solemn words, “ This year thou shalt die;” since the time 
is near that will fix the eternal state of some before me, must I not 
call upon all, both inthe church and out of it, to examine themselves ? 
Church-membership is not a sure passport to heaven. The net 
“t gathered of every kind.” When we approach the eternal shores, 
“the angels shall come forth and sever the wicked from among 
the just.” Be not deceived as to the nature of the visible Church. 
A mistake here is most perilous to souls. I ask not who is in the 
Church or who is not, but who is converted by the Divine Spirit? 
Who loves God supremely, and aims to do whatsoever Jesus com- 
mands? It is one thing to eat and drink at the Lord’s table, and 
quite another to feed on Christ by a saving faith. The day is com- 
ing when the true character of our religion will be tested; and 
why not test it now? The night of trial is far spent, and this 
opening year calls every one to candid self-examination. What am 
I? An humble and obedient child of God, or a careless and im- 
penitent sinner? Am I a meek believer in Jesus, rejoicing that 
my redemption from sin and sorrow draweth nigh, or am I wear- 
ing the profession of religion while conscience and God know that 
Iam apoorhypocrite? WhitheramI going? Which will be my 
eternal abode, aoe or hell? Where will my present character 
place me? AmI fit for the society and employment of heaven, 
or am I daily preparing for companionship with the devil and his 
angels? It is high time, beloved hearer, to decide just what you 
are, just where you are going, and just what you intend éo be. Each 
of us may be aseraph or a fiend—may be happy or be damned— 
but one or the other we must be forever. If, then, the text is de- 
signed especially to arouse believers to a wise improvement of 
time, how can impenitent sinners hear it with indifference ? 

“That awful day will surely come, 
The appointed hour makes haste, 


When I must stand before my Judge, 
And pass the solemn test.” 


But in other respects “the night is far spent.” 


2. The night of earth's mental and moral darkness is certainly pass- 
tng away. ‘The Morning Star is in the moral sky: 


“Sure pledge of day, that crown’st the smiling morn.” 


The mind and the heart of humanity act as never before. Since 
man’s creation a night of five thousand eight hundred and sixty 
years has rolled away; and not till the present century could 
Zion’s watchmen see that “the night was far spent.” The hand of 
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God is visible in man’s entire history, gradually unfolding one 
eternal plan of love and mercy. . The time before Christ was es- 
pecially the period of mental and moral night. Only here and 
there a star shone out on the darkness of four thousand years. 
Humanity slumbered on, unconscious of its noble origin and ex- 
alted end. The advent of Jesus was the dawn of day, and his di- 
vine teachings have awakened in man a consciousness of his high 
origin and glorious destiny. This great idea has begun to revolu- 
tionize the world. The stone cut out of the mountain will fill the 
earth. .The Redeemer’s kingdom has-been retarded in its march 
to the world’s conquest. Having corrupted the Church of Jesus, 
and created out of it the greatest irstrument of moral evil thatever 
cursed the race, Satan has greatly hindered the work of moral 
renovation. But his time isshort. The Roman Catholic Church 
has received a shock from which it never can recover. Having 
grown up in the night of the dark ages, it withers under the gospel 
light of the nineteenth century. As time rollson, and Protestant- 
ism itself becomes more thoroughly reformed, the Jast relics of Ro- 
manism will disappear; and it is believed that ‘a Church without 
a bishop, and a State without a king,” will be the politics and the 
religion of the future. a 

Passing over eighteen centuries, glance at the signs of progress 
during the last fifty years. What has been done for man’s mate- 
rial and temporal interests! What progress in science and art! 
What expansion and increase of wealth and commerce! What 
rapid growth of manufactures! What wonderful applications of 
science to the arts of production in countless forms! How steam 
and electricity minister to human wants and happiness! What 
facilities for trade and travel! As the night rolls on, we see un- 
common tendencies to a general amelioration of man’s condition. 
The faith of all Christendom ts going to work. We find institutions 
for the reformation of delinquents and criminals of every grade 
and character: for the deaf and dumb, for the blind and idiotic, 
for the sick and insane, for all who deserve sympathy and aid. 
The night of barbarism is far spent; humanity is waking and act- 
ing under the mighty motives and principles of Christ’s religion 
to meet the demands of a sinning and suffering race. But whence 
is this tendency? This growing desire to reform, not only the 
morals of society, but also its social ranks, to level upwards, which 
is the glory of our times, springs directly from the Gospel. Man 
has no power to extricate himself from the evils that surround 
him, or to subdue the workings of evil in him, without help from 
above. Ifthe night be far y ta and signs of progress multiply 
with every passing year, no thanks to sinful human nature. Mark 
all the mutations of society amid the conflicts of nations, barba- 
rous or civilized ; note the changes of dynasties and all forms of 
government, from the first historic records of the race down to the 
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Saviour’s advent; examine the history of the world, and see how the 
sins and sufferings of man have constantly become more debasin 
and intolerable, until the Gospel comes to reform, elevate, an 
bless. Idolatry the world over is demoralizing in the extreme; 
and this is man’s natural state without the light and motives of the 
Gospel. Has not the race had time enough to exert its recupera- 
tive powers? Where does it ever grow better of itself? All can 
see the absolute necessity for the doctrines of the cross—the need 
of the Divine Spirit to brood over this moral chaos, and infuse life 
into the teeming millions so dead in trespasses and sins. Human 
nature has no tendency to reform or save itself. Since the Christ- 
ian era, especially since the great reformation, has been the period 
of discoveries and inventions. No other half-century since man’s 
creation shows any such signs of progress as the last fifty years, 
A reformed Christianity has infused life and activity through 
every department of human pursuit. All orders of mind and all 
ranks of society in all Christendom feel its life-giving power. 
Mind is stimulated toa degree and intensity of action unknown be- 
fore in the world’s history. While the science of government re- 
ceives due attention, the great themes of study and discussion are 
science, morals, and religion. The Bible is assailed and defended. 
“ Star-eyed science” has become a powerful defender of the faith, 
and every argument of the unbelieving has been turned to witness 
for the religion of the cross. Whilst scientific infidels have analyzed 
minutely, compared the present with the past, principles with facts, 
the biblical history of ancient times with monuments of ancient 
things, the truths of revelation with the results of experimental phi- 
losophy—the very hieroglyphics of Egypt, and the marble records 
opened on the sites of the ancient cities of Assyria, amid whose 
wealth and splendor the prophets lived, and Israel learned to serve 
Jehovah as God alone—these antiquarian researches have brought 
“to light the strongest and most striking confirmations of the historical 
books as well as the prophecies of the Old Testament. Science and 
religion are reconciled; they never did and never can contradict 
each other. The God of nature is seen to be the God of revela- 
tion. Infidelity is vanquished on its own chosen field ; every year, 
recording its new battles on the fields of science and of religion, 
gives increasing evidence that our holy faith can not die ; that, like 
the pyramids of Memphis, it was made to endure the vandalism of 
earth, and the storms of coming time. The Cesars could not 
strangle the infant Church in her cradle. The allied principalities 
and powers of earth and hell, with a relentless persecution, for 
eighteen centuries have opposed her peaceful march ; but with the 
shield of faith, the breastplate of righteousness, the helmet of salva- 
tion, and the sword of the Spirit, she has cuther way through fall- 
ing ranks of mighty foes, and still journeys on, amid trials and 
conflicts without and within, “ conquering and to conquer.” 
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“No infidel astronomer has discovered a spot on the Sun of 
Righteousness ; no undevout geologist has been able to break the 
Rock of Ages.” And theynevercan. All the scientific researches 
and discoveries in earth’s long-hidden wonders and heaven’s myr- 
iad spheres, by microscope and telescope, have only served to con- 
firm our faith in the’ Mosaic history of earth and man, pointing a 
lapsed world to its atoning Redeemer. 

The night of science is far spent. The tried champions of truth 
are on Zion’s walls, and they shall be well defended; no weapon 
formed against her shall prosper. The Church has come out of 
every wilderness of conflict with the armies of thé aliens, leaning 
calmly on the strong arm of her Beloved. He says to the object 
of his dying love and constant care: “ Rise up, my love, my fair 
one, and come away. For lo, the winter is past, the rain is over 
and gone; the flowers appear on the earth, the time of the singing 
of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our Jand. 
Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.” Rejoice, O ye 
righteous, that “the night is far spent.” 

What is being done to civilize and evangelize the world! Ig- 
norance and despotism are waning. The cross makes the crescent 
give way before the march of a spiritual and pure Christianity. 
This religion aims to educate the masses; it claims the freedom of 
the press ; it spreads good books and papers over the globe ; they in- 
fluence the thinking and ruling minds of all nations. The princi- 


ples of civil liberty and constitutional law, as ag to despotic 
8. 


power, are becoming widely diffused in many lan Hence, more 
popular forms of government aré gradually introduced as the night 
of despotism rolls away, and the day of universal freedom begins 
todawn. Thus the religious and political aspects of the race are 
more cheering than ever before. 

“The night is far spent.” Whatagencies and efforts for general 
evangelization! To print and spread the Bible! To publish and 
diffuse tracts and religious. books! “Their line has gone out 
through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.” 
Meek and faithful colporteurs, with the best of books in’ their 
hands, and Christ’s love in their hearts, climb the eastern moun- 
tains, thread the western forests, and traverse the southern plains, 
aiming “to preach the Gospel to every creature.” Going out as 
no others go into the highways and hedges, they urge reluctant 
and careless millions to the Gospel#feast, telling to “ dwellers in the 
vales and on the mountain tops,” man’s ruin, and his redemption 
through Christ. ' 

Sabbath-schools and Bible-classes are doing wonders in the Re- 
deemer’s cause. These are the military schools in which to train 
efficient and valiant soldiers of the cross. Blessed sight! May 
their numbers and influence rapidly increase, as they continue to 
swell the ranks of Immanuel’s host ! 


8 
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What increasing efforts in the great cause of missions! The 
spirit of missions, which is the spirit of Christ, is taking possession 
of the militant Church. And why not? What hath God wrought 
even the past year! Some of the most memorable events in the 
world’s history were recorded in 1858. In view of them the 
Church can almost anticipate the song of final triumph: “ Alleluia, 
salvation, and glory, and honor, and power, unto the Lord our 
God.” The angel having the everlasting Gospel to preach has ex- 
tended his flight. The great events of the year seem to converge 


upon one grand object, the sublimest on earth, the overthrow of 


idolatry and infidelity, and the rapid spread of a pure Christianity 
over the globe. The rebellion in British India, bursting like a storm 
over that vast empire, threatening to destroy English sway there, 
has been subdued, and treaties of peace, establishing British rule 


more firmly in Asia and China, have senta pean throughout the 
civilized world. 


** Old China, too, is coming God’s mercy to adore, 
And beauteous isles are shouting—' Jesus for evermore.’” 


The recent exploration of a large part of Africa, opening to com- 
merce and missions those vast realms of pagan night, is a glo- 
rious event in which we trace the hand of God. The union of the 
old world with the new by the Atlantic submarine telegraph, which 
has so electrified our entire nation, is an event that fills the hearts 
of millions with anxious wonder and joy. And above all, the 
Great Awakening, the national revival of the past year, has inspir- 
ed Christian faith and hope to lay hold anew upon the great and 
precious promises concerning the Saviour’s wonderful triumphs in 
the latter days, when his Gospel shall be victorious, and the millen- 
nial song shall echo from every mountain side, and mingle with 
the murmurs of every sea. “The night is far spent.” 

The orbs hasten to complete their cycles. In their silent course 
they teach many and important lessons. The past year will be dis- 
tinguished henceforth as the time when our little globe received 
from unknown realms a celestial visitor. How beautiful in its 
serene pathway through our autumnal skies! When it turned to 
leave us, a sadness like that of parting friends came over pious 
and pensive thousands; and that bright wanderer hastening on to 
pass asteroid, satellite, and planet, declaring the glory of God, and 
showing his handi work,seemedgo say : ‘‘ The eyes that now behold 
me, when I return again will be forever closed—the life of earth’s 
teeming millions is far spent.” ‘ As the sea-bird tells the mariner 
that he draws nigh to some land, so this reveals to the Christian 
fields of knowledge yet unexplored.” Who failed to see in that 
comet’s bright career the glorious majesty of law? If God thus 
holds the orbs in place, however erratic their course, what sinner 
can resist or escape his moral law? Think of this, ye wanderers 
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from a God of love! How eloquently that visitor proclaimed the 
magnitude of the universe! If that comet at the nearest point was 
fifty-two millions of miles from us, and its luminous train was fif- 
teen millions of miles in length, if it traversed four millions of 
miles in a day, what must be the measureless expanse? Imagine 
the magnitude and overwhelming glory of God’s universe. How 
insignificant is earth, and still the chosen theater of love’s redeem- 
ing work! What divine power and grace that made unnumbered 
worlds and systems, and redeemed the rebel creature man! How 
great and mercifulis ourGod! How little is man! How amaz- 
ing the condescension displayed in his salvation through the suf- 
ferings and death of the crucified One! ‘When I consider the 
heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars which 
thou hast ordained, what is man that thou art mindful of him, and 
the son of man that thou visitest him?” “ Praise him, sun and 
moon, praise him, all ye stars of light.” 


Il. “The day ts at hand.” 


The state of light and bliss in heaven is near. A cloudless and 
eternal day is about to dawn onthechildren of light. The tedious 
night of sin and suffering is nearly over. ‘“ They that sow in tears 
shall reap in joy.” Their toilsome sowing is about to end, and 
their joyful reaping isabout to begin. ‘‘ Ye see the day approach- 
ing. But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, 
and watch unto prayer. Be ye also patient; establish your hearts, 
for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. ‘The day of the Lord so 
cometh as a thief in the night; therefore let us not sleep, as do 
others, but let us watch and be sober. The Lord is at hand.” 
Mansions of heavenly light are about to welcome the friends of 
Jesus. There they shall have no need of sun or moon; for “the 
Lamb is the light thereof.” There glorified millions shall awake 
in their Redeemer’s ‘likeness, see him as he is, and obtain joy and 

ladness, while He’ shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, 

heir present sufferings are not to be compared with that exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory, where the Lord Jesus shall be their 
everlasting light, and the days of their mourning shall be ended. 

“The day is at-hand.” Spiritual, unfading, and eternal joys 
await the ransomed of the Lord, Standing on the very threshold 
of heaven, ready to step out of d@@irkness into day, out of sorrow 
into joy, out of tears into rapture ;eabout to cast off our worn-out 
sandals, and drop the pilgrim’s staff to tread the golden streets of 
New Jerusalem, should we not bein a state of constant preparation, 
as expectants of our coming Lord? ‘“ Now is our salvation near- 
er than when we believed.” As wedraw nearer the celestial world, 
we should grow in grace more rapidly. Does this new year find us 
nearer heaven than did the last? Therefore let us be more hol 
this year than any former one of all ourlives. Aim to be better 
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prepared for the Divine presence and fullness of joy as we hasten 
on to Immanuel’s land. 

“The day is at hand.” Blessed assurance! The battle is al- 
most over, the victory is nearly won. If faithful, we shall soon 
put off our armor and put on ourcrowns. “Behold the Bride- 
groom cometh.” Are our lamps trimmed and bright? Letus not 
slumber andsleep. ‘The morning cometh.” Let us fix our eyes 
on the eastern hills, and catch the first rays of coming morn. Ab- 
sence from our blessed Saviour makes this world night: his pre- 
sence will be day. Rejoice, ye followers of the Lamb, that “the 
night is far spent, the day is at hand.” 


III. “ Cast off the works of darkness.” 


As disciples of Christ, cease from the commission of sin. If the 
Lord Jesus should come quickly, would he find us ready? Would 
we not ask a little time for preparation? We can remember much 
sinful conduct. What then are the sins of a whole life? If justi- 
fied at all, it must be by a faith that works by love, purifies the 
heart, and overcomes the world: a faith that fails to work, and 
purify, aud overcome, is dead, and good for nothing. The salva- 
tion which will be finished as to our souls at death, and as to our 
bodies at the day of judgment, when sin and its consequences will 
be abolished in us, and death itself will be swallowed up in victo- 
ry, draws nearer with every passing year; the state of darkness 
and trials on earth will soon be exchanged for the song of Moses 
and the Lamb; therefore “let us cast off the works of darkness.” 
The Church of Jesus is no place for these works. Lay them all 
aside, put them all away, as the new year opens upon us. We 
— to believe and practice the Gospel. It demands purity and 

oliness of heart and life; it commands all to love their neighbors 
as themselves, and to live in peace. Let us walk honestly, putting 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, making no provision for the lusts of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. Let all see that 
higher motives and purer desires influence us than actuate a pleas- 
ure-loving world. “Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works 
of darkness, but rather reprove them.” ‘ What fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath 
light with darkness? And whatconcord hath Christ with Belial ?” 
As Jesus himself was separate fogm all the feelings, purposes, and 
plans of Satan, so let his disciples avoid the very appearance of 
evil, remembering that “ye are the temple of the living God.” 
“Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, and 
I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be 
my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” If we cast off the 
works of darkness, there will be an effectual and visible line drawn 
between the Church and the world. Some seem anxious to oblit- 
erate this line, so that one can scarcely see where they do belong. 
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We must keep up a plain distinction between the friends and the 
enemiesof God, not by sacraments and ceremonies that never touch 
the heart, but by holy living. In this way, and in no other, Christ- 
ians should — themselves from the world, regarding all 
wrong-doing, all sins of heart and life, as works of darkness that 
must be “ cast off.” Willing to give up wicked companions, gay 
amusements, sinful pleasures, and all the vanities of life, we find 


better friends, sweeter pleasures, and higher joys among the peo- 
ple of God. 


“ People of the living God, 
I have sought the world around, 
Paths ofsin and sorrow trod, - 
Peace and comfort no where found.” 


This is human experience from Solomon’s time till now. Not 
until we are willing to cast off the works of darkness, to cease the 
commission of sin, do we know any thing of true happiness. But 
when we have chosen the heritage of the saints, 


“ Earth can fill our hearts no more, 
Every idol we resign.” 


We must let go of earth before we can take hold of God, or be pre- 
pared for heaven. Do we expect to dwell with the just made per- 
fect? Heaven is a state as well as a place. Without holiness no 
man shall see it. ‘ And there shall in no wise enter into it any 
thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or 
Cia a lie; but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of 
ife. 

Have all a fitness for heaven? Some of my hearers have not 
experienced a change of heart—have not been cleansed by the 
washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Ghost. 
Since all have a personal interest in this demand of the text, per- 
mit me to ask: Have you been quickened from spiritual death in 
sin? Has Christ been formed in your heart so that you have be- 
come a partaker of the divine nature? Have you been born of 
God? Has he begotten you by his Spirit with the word of truth ? 
Have you the evidences that you have begun to cast off the works 
of darkness? Have you conviction of sin, with deep humility and 
godly sorrow in view of its nature and effects? Do you exercise 
repentance toward God, and faith in Jesus Christ? Do you love 
God supremely, and live for his glory? I fear that some of you have 
neglected the great and important work of personal salvation till 
this hour. Is itso? Does this new year find you still striving 
with your Maker, a feeble rebel against Almighty God? Stop 
and think of your true condition. Oh! begin now, if never before, 
to cast off the works of darkness! 

But as a Church do we aim to cease sinning? Forgetting the 
things that are behind, do we press toward the prize? Do not 
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sins of omission and commission stare us in the face, and condemn 
us before God? Do we show ourselves to be Christ’s disciples by 
loving one another? Do wecherish any feelings which we can not 
cherish in the holy splendors of heaven? Is there a single root of 
bitterness that has not been eradicated? If so, pluck it up, and 
cast it out without delay. Do we offer the Lord’s Prayer, and still 
not forgive others? Think of it: “ Forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.” To impress the absolute necessity of a for- 
giving temper in every child of God, the Saviour comments on this 
clause and this only, after concluding this model prayer. And 
what does it teach? “That we must not expect our prayers for 
forgiveness to be heard if we pray with spite and malice in our 
hearts toward others.” “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord 
will not hear me.” Let no professor of Christ’s pure religion say, 
“T can forgive, but I can not forget.” Whatis meant? As well 
say, “ Iwill not forgive.” What then? “If ye forgive not men 
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” 
*“* A forgiveness ought to be like a canceled note, torn in two and 
burned up, so that it never can be shown against the man.” We 
must forgive as we hope to be forgiven. Let us be Christ-like, 
“O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because 
thou desiredst me: shouldst not thou also have had compassion 
on thy fellow-servant, even as I had pity on thee? And his lord 
was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay 
all that was due unto him. So likewise shall my Heavenly Fath- 
er do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one 
his brother their trespasses.” We should regard this divine ad- 
monition—we need it—every Church needs it—éevery believer in 
Jesus needs it as the great test of personal piety. Let us call our- 
selves to account as to all our sins of thought, word, and deed. 
Remembering our infirmities in heart and life, casting off the works 
of darkness, trusting in the strength of divine grace, let us resolve 
to watch more carefully and prayerfully against our besetting sins, 


to subdue all wrong feelings, to live with heaven in view, to “ go 
and sin no more.” 


IV. “ Put on the armor of light.” 


We must not only cease to do wrong, “cast off the works of 
darkness,” but we must perform all our duties—“ put on the armor 
of light.” Exposed to Satan’s assaults, amid the temptations of a 
sinful world, we must protect ourselves by wearing the whole ar- 
mor of God. All the graces of the Spirit compose this armor of 
light. As Roman soldiers defended themselves by glittering ar- 
mor, ‘ which it was considered soldierly to keep bright,” so all 
Christians need the graces of the Spirit, the strong panoply of God, 
“the armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the left.” 
“ Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may 
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be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 

Stand, therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and hav- 

ing on the breastplate of righteousness, and your feet shod with 

the preparation of the gospel of peace; and above all, taking the 

shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery 

darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the 

sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; praying always with 

all prayer and supplication in the Spirit.” Here is our armor, be- 

loved, both offensive and defensive. This armor God has provid- 

ed and commanded us to wear. Many soldiers of the cross are 

very poorly armed. They commence the conflict with a few pieces 
of the Gospel armor, and never try much to put on any more. 

But we can not do without it. If we leaveoff a single piece—if we 
neglect to cultivate all the Christian graces, we must suffer for it. 
Satan or his allies will be sure to wound us through some joint of 
the harness. He draws many bows at a venture, and we must be 
defended on all sides. God knows just what we need in this great 
warfare with the flesh, the world, and the devil. Knowing our 
enemies, their number and strength, their maneuvers and attacks 
far better than we do, he commands every soldier in the sacramen- 
tal host to “put on the armor of light.” We ought to perform 
every duty, come what will. Fidelity in the discharge of all duties 
is the best preparation to live and to die. Warring against princi- 
palities and powers, all orders and ranks of rebels against God, we 
need this polished armor, thorough Christian preparation, that safety 
and triumph may be ours, and that through eternity we may swell 
the victor’s song. Are we wearing the Gospel armor? Do we 
use our weapons of defense and conquest, or are they rusting in 
our hands? Do we make aggressive war on the kingdom of dark- 
ness? If we let the world alone, it will let us alone; but if we 
aim to subdue it to Christ, to depose the great usurper, then earth 
and hell will be in arms against us. And when Satan can succeed 
in no otlter way, he introduces division and discord into the army 
of the Lord. Our great business is to subdue sin in our own hearts 
and elsewhere. Do we grow in grace? Without growth in grace 
we have no evidence of having been renewed at all. Do we resist 
our sinful propensities? How much pride, passion, covetousness, 
ambition, strife, and wrong feeling remains unsubdued? Are we 
better than others? Are we living epistles for Christ and his 
cause? HeartheSaviour: “I have chosen you and ordained you, 
that ye should go and bring forth fruit.” Be not content with a 
barren orthodoxy that never doesany thing. “ Be ye dozrs of the 
word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.” Bea 
working Church. Let not the hight of your religious aim be 
merely to maintain a respectable membership in the Church, “If 
any man serve me, him will my Father honor.” In the beginning 
of this new year, I exhort all to the performance of every duty. 
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Be faithful in all the relations of life. Let family religion be cul- 
tivated with the utmost care. As members of Christ’s Church, ex- 
pectants of glory at his right hand, seek first the kingdom of God, 
and keep your business in its proper place. 


“Sure I must fight, if I would reign.” 


Some do very little fighting against pride, worldliness, and unbe- 
lief, and we fear will do as little reigning. Do we set ourselves 
boldly against the evil customs, laws, opinions, employments, and 

leasures of the world? Do westem the tide of fashion and world- 
iness? What is our religion worth if it does not make us differ 
from “the course of this world”? Are we faithful in duty? 
Have all received the word with meekness, desiring to grow there- 
by? Task not how you have been pleased, but how much have 
you been profited? If some seeds fell by the wayside, others 
upon stony places, and others among thorns, the spiritual sower re- 
joices that “others fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit.” 
From the “good seed” we expect a harvest of souls to be garnered 
in the skies. The results of past labors may be delayed; but if 
conversions do not follow, who shall bear the overwhelming re- 
sponsibility ? God says, “ Preach the word; reprove, rebuke, ex- 
hort with all long-suffering and doctrine ;” and “ take heed how ye 
hear.” Some in every congregation are like the Jews of Ezekiel’s 
day: “Thou art unto them as a very lovely song of one that hath 
a pleasant voice, and can play well on an instrument; for they 
hear thy words, but they do them not.” We should have correct 
views of personal obligations, and strive to meet individual respon- 
sibilities. We shall not be judged by churches or congregations, 
not in masses, but every one personally and for himself. There- 
fore, as a church, and as individuals, “ let us put on the armor of 
light.” We are not without hopeful signs of growth and prosper- 
ity. May these signs be multiplied Let the Sabbath-school, the 
monthly concert, the weekly prayer-meeting, and public worship be 
well sustained. Though we have no great reason to complain, let 
these spiritual thermometers indicate a better state of the religious 
atmosphere than ever befpre. The church has done comparative- 
ly well, and can do better. Heed the voice of God to-day: “‘ The 
night is far spent, the day is at hand; let us therefore cast off the 
works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.” 
T exhort all to active service. Let us be up and at work by the 
light of the morning star, for the night is far spent, the millennial 
day willsoon dawn. Come ye unbelieving ones, let this new year 
witness your repentance, so that you may be happy, and heaven 
may rejoice. Commence a life of faith and prayer. Come, forall 
things are ready. Whosoever will, let him take the water of life 
pa | ! “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved. 
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“ Finatty, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things ‘are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are 
lovely, whatsoever things are of good report ; if there be any virtue, and if there 
be any praise, think on these things.”—Putuirrians 4: 8. 


Ir has been well-nigh impossible for the past few days literally 
to fulfill the charge of the Apostle. The public nt has been 
occupied with the closing scenes of a tragedy, acted in the heart 
of the land, and suggestive of every thing but truth and virtue, and 
good report. The Press has been zealous to spread the history of 
the deedt with all its heart-sickening details of shame before every 
eye. The telegraph speeds far and wide the tale of sin and death. 
Correspondents, laborious in gossip, follow with their solid columns 
of narrative; and costly illustrations by artistic hands, invite us to 
survey the ground and reproduce with vivid exactness the humi- 
liating and bloody historv. 

Fortunate it is, that an interest’so exciting and so profuse, must 
soon wear itself out. While it lasts, the only portion of the 
Apostle’s precept we can readily observe, is its close. We are 
naturally put to think whether, where such events so easily trans- 
pire, there can be “any virtue”—whether, even in the high places 
of our country, there is “any praise.” Perhaps the. best mode of 
carrying out Paul’s idea under these circumstances, is to give here, 
and in common, one hour of earnest thought to some truths which 
such an event suggests, touching our social life. 

Nothing more marked the original power and divinity of the 
Christian Faith, than the strong hand it laid on the false and 
shameless customs of the age. From the days of antediluvian wick- 
edness down, there had probably never been a period when. society 


,was more thoroughly corrupt, than in those splendid days of Ro- 


man Empire. We think often of the Augustan age as a period of 


* Preached in the Stone Church, Cleveland, March 13th, 1859, and published by 
request of many gentlemen who heard it. 

} The terrible tragedy and death of P. Barton Key in the streets of Washington 
City, March, 1859.—Eprror Nationa PREACHER, 
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intellectual magnificence ; as the season when the Roman mind flow- 
ered into its most perfect bloom ; when historians wrote and poets 
sung such as never were to speak again, and who were to live in 
the admiration of the world even when the language in which they 
wrote was dead. Truly it was a period of transcendent genius; 
but to regard the culminating glories of a nation’s literature as 
indications of social health and soundness, is to be misled by the 
shallowest illusion. Flowers of gorgeous tint and choice perfume 
often have their roots in rotten soil; and the very scum, which 
mantles black and poisonous pools, may shine with rainbow hues. 

The Pagan world, at the time when Christ was born at Bethle- 
hem, had certain rare elements of grandeur. There was a native 
majesty in the Roman mind, a capacity for empire, a power to 
conquer and construct, an instinct of order, of government, and of 
law, such as no race has equaled. There was an infinite wealth 
and perfectness of imagination in all that related to art and beauty, 
gained from the high culture of the Greek genius; for Greece was 
now a mere vassal of the Roman state, and was kept as a sort of 
school whither the choicest minds repaired for finish. But these 
qualities of grandeur and of taste had nothing to do with the real 
character of the people. They had no tendency of themselves to 
benefit what we call society. Social life, the life of households, 
of friends, of communities; social rights,and bonds, and duties, 
such as in our view surround every individual and every home, 
were then of small account. Well is it for us, that this part of 
antiquity has perished with scanty records and left few remains. 
Enough it is to know thatof almost every thing which makes the 
true sweetness of life, the peace of homes, the confidence of loving 
hearts, the hallowed joys of happy firesides such as bless this age, 
the old world was barren. Falsehood was the custom. Briber 
and peculation at home, cruel exaction and oppression abroad, 
were the understood means of emolument for public officers. Pub- 
lic men, from the imperial family down, were, with few excep- 
tions, men of brutal passions and unbridled self-indulgence. Vices 
which now hide from day, vices for which no modern language 
has a name, stalked unblushing in their streets, and public senti- 
ment hardly looked on them as evils. 

Such was the age into which Christianity entered with a singular 
and impressive power. The truth as it was in Jesus, the Gospel 
from his lips and from his life, went forth through all classes. It 
gathered converts from every station, and made them instantly a 
separate people. It changed at once the master currents of thought 
and taste and aim in all who believed in Christ. Men, who, a 
little while ago, would have asked as lightly or contemptuously as 
Pilate, ‘‘ What is truth ?” now felt in theirsouls the great verities 
of this new faith. They found their whole mind reiicting from 
habits of falsehood and cleaving to what was real and true. Men 
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accustomed all their lives to selfish ways of cunning and politic 
pretenses, began to abhor meanness, renounce deceit, and obey the 
unwonted impulses of Christian honor. Rude natures put on kind- 
ness. A new modesty stole in upon the hearts of the disciples; 
a new delicacy of feeling, a sense of dignity and elevation above 
their former customs and their former selves. An altered tone of 
intercourse was manifest, a “speech flavored with grace;” anda 
sublime and sanctifying sentiment pervaded the whole Christian 
body, honoring truth, hallowing marriage, guarding chastity, and 
throwing all around the new community a band of purity and 
race, 

. Those Christian churches which sprang up in Antioch, Philippi, 
Corinth, Rome, stood absolutely new creations, with a new life 
new spirit, new manners, in the midst of the old and decaying 
society of paganism. 

So, in the primeval forest, where thick and dark rises the growth 
of centuries, shadowing a luxuriant but useless soil, over which 
roam beasts of prey or men scarcely less savage, you may meet 
broad clearings, where the hand of labor has broken up the gloomy 
vegetation, and let in upon the lazy earth the light and air of 
heaven. Instead of brooding vapors, there breathe the health 
breezes of the open sky. Instead of rottenness and mold, stretc 
wide green meadows, where the even-footed mowers sweep down 
the fragrant grass, and sloping fields of grain wave with golden 


promise. Instead of the cry of beasts prowling for their prey, or 
the whoop of savages thirsting for blood, there are cheery voices 
of labor, the soft laugh of children happy at their play, the morn- 


ing prayer or evening psalm. Thus, amid the old heathen wastes, 
sprang up these little centers and clearings of Christian civilization. 
That ancient, stately, gloomy growth of paganism, beneath which 
society lay in a luxurious neglect delivered over to base and 
beastly uses, fell for a space around each Christian church. The 
light of Heaven came in. A new, humane, and Christ-like style 
of living established itself in the heart of a crooked and perverse 
nation. A new social order grew up on the old soil, not only 
uncorrupted by surrounding iniquities, but powerful to penetrate 
and purify the age. The contrast between the rank and miasmatic 
verdure of the Dismal Swamp, and the soft beauty of an English 
landscape garden, is not more real than that between the social life 
prevalent in Corinth or Pompeii, and the associations which sur- 
rounded the Christian home of Aquila and Priscilla and the church 
that was in their house. 

Truly the early disciples of Jesus were the “salt of the earth” 
— ‘the light of the world.” 

We are not to suppose that the Christian religion in the early 
times, wrought its hes of moral elevation with no drawbacks, no 
struggles. Men did not in that day, more than in this, conquer an 
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old life of falsehood or indulgence, without great strife. There 
were instances of failures and relapse. There was need of watch- 
fulness, of discipline, of rebuke. This is the reason why ever 
Epistle abounds with precepts so frequent and precise touching all 
the points of social honor, purity, and delicacy of speech and of 
behavior. This idea it is ‘hich animates the Apostle in the text. 
He is closing that most interesting letter to the Philippians. He 
evidently feels that he is speaking to a people not a high order of 
moral training. He sees that the age is declining in virtue, and he 
says, “ Finally, brethren,” literally, “for the rest, brethren, for all 
that I have left unsaid, take this as the summary and substance.” 
And what a summary it is of noble views! ‘“ Whatsoever things 
are true, whatsoever things are honest,” (or more exactly, hono- 
rable, to be venerated,) “ whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things 
are of good report; if there be any virtue,” (any manly power for 
good,) ‘and if there be any praise, think on these things.” 

It is to be observed distinctly that the traits and virtues thus 
specified, did not originate with Christianity. Paul names them as 
qualities which were perfectly understood ; which needed no defi- 
nition. They are, in fact, natural virtues. There is that in every 
man which recognizes them. They are possible to human nature. 
They have been exhibited in rare and striking instances, where 
the Gospel has never been. In the rugged days of the Roman 
commonwealth there was a Regulus. In Greece there was an 
Aristides. In the youth of every nation, while it has been strug- 
gling into place and power, there have been scattered examples 
of incorruptible virtue, at least of character so noble in some one 
part or action as to obtain an imperishable honor. But these traits 
never have endured, never have survived prosperity. They never 
have entered into a people’s social life. They never have become 
sources of general elevation and purity. They have sunk and 
been lost with the growth of luxury and of empire. The natural 
conscience alone never has had force to resist the corruptions con- 
sequent on ripening prosperity and power. Nothing, nothing but 
Christianity, led and illustrated by that only perfect Manhood 
ever seen on earth, can waken these slumbering instincts, put life 
into these noble thoughts, and make truth, honor, virtue, reigning 
traits in social life. 

Take away from any people the power of Christian truth and 
precept; take away that quickening of the moral sense which 
comes through the possession of the word and ordinances of 
God; take away the light and force of Christian example, which, 
though often imperfect, has every where some shining illustra- 
tions ; and there is no power left which can preserve any com- 
munity from relapsing in the falsehoods and degradations of pa- 
ganism. We certainly are being taught, by shentien and frequent 
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lessons, that mere education, intelligence, taste, art, or political 
ability have no tendency of themselves to promote honor, purity, 
or virtue. Society is advancing mightily in human knowledge. 
Science is mastering new powers of human nature every year. 
All the external modes of human life are becoming more conven- 
ient and more beautiful. Ideas of government are growing con- 
tinually more.vast and expansive. But all these developments of 
worldly energy and grace, do not afford the slightest security to 
public or private morals. They do not in the least degree foster 
purity or elevate the social life ofmen. They do not of themselves 
conduce one whit to make the characters of any people more 
lovely, true, or just. They do not guard the honor or virtue of 
one home. In spite of them all there is clearly an inherent ten- 
dency in human nature towards falsehood and vice, with which 
they are wholly unable to cope. Those who share most largely 
in the advancement of the age, as distinguished from Christian 
culture — its intellectual leaders and champions—do not com- 
monly exhibit any peculiar excellence in public or private virtue. 
They do not diffuse around them any influence which abashes vice 
or puts iniquity to shame. Berlin is the most learned city of Eu- 
rope. No where is thought more active or profound, but Berlin 
is the least virtuous of German cities. Paris is the center of mo- 
dern taste and art. The freshest ideas in literature, in science, in 
political economy, in all pursuits of war and peace, there have 
their full play. But Paris is morally the most depraved of civil- 
ized communities. In Oxford— nominally a religious Univer- 
sity, but quite as much nursery of English aristocracy and high 
life—in learned Oxford, the question is being now seriously moot- 
ed, whether a positively dissolute behavior in an undergraduate, 
is to be set down as a venial indiscretion, or as a criminal and dis- 
_ciplinable offense. Washington—the seat of a dominion grander 
in prospect than the world has seen ; fit center for all that is large 
and generous in thought and noble in execution ; fit field for all 
that is lofty in patriotism or pure in public or private example— 
what is society in Washington? What the tone of truth, inte- 
grity, and morals? What dignity does the conduct of great 
affairs impart to social life? Where are the sages whose high pre- ° 
sence wane corruption hide its head? Where the commanding 
spirits whose pure walk and unsullied fame makes all chicaner 
and intrigue dishonorable? Where that high-minded and chi- 
valrous public sentiment which is a sacred guard around female 
virtue, and a protection against the gentleman hypocrite and 
adventurer? Wecan not even ask such questions without satire | 
We have to own that the capital of our land is only another and 
signal illustration of the truth that the assembled talent and 
genius of a nation, crowned with power and high prestige, but 
divorced from godliness, have no tendency to purify’ or elevate 
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society. They refine intercourse. They give grace to outward 
manners. But they make falsehood fascinating. They throw a 
sort of witchery around license and covert crime. They clothe 
every thing, good and bad alike, with decency anddecorum. They 
make sin respectable. Their very courtesies are hollow. They 
give the hand without the heart. They court mind to use it. 
They flatter beauty to dishonor it. They so contrive the usages 
of society, they so ordain the very latitude of dress, and style of 
gayety, they surround it with forms of license so shrewdly mea- 
sured and graduated, that almost ere the novice is aware, the 
bloom of innocence is gone, and the finer instincts of truth and 
honor are depraved. 

Now it is from these great centers of the world’s life and renown, 
that society at large receives its pattern. From these assemblages 
of brilliant, yet to a great extent unprincipled worldliness, go 
forth through all the community the edicts of custom, the usages 
of metropolitan and fashionable life. They come to us graced 
with all the accompaniments of art and taste. They come witha 
thousand plausibilities of reason. They come with all the vague 
authority of a high precedent. They come with all the power of 
contempt and ridicule threatened on those who refuse them ho- 
mage. They come impatient of any revision of conscience or 
control of private judgment. They laugh at the hesitances of a 
modest mind. They coerce multitudes into habits from which a 
true and native delicacy shrinks, by the one appeal: ‘ This is the 
law of society.” “Every body does this.” ‘The world expects 
it.” Who is this society ? — this every body? — this world? 
Stripped of illusion, I repeat it, it is that very corrupt, irresponsi- 
ble, unprincipled, worldly sentiment, which has its chief seats of 
influence in the glittering and depraved capitals of Europe; nay 
rather in that unseen court of the Prince of this world, whom 
such multitudes in high places serve. At their bidding, and at his, 
society puts on its stage attire, plays at pleasure, and acts the hol- 
low drama out, till, now and then, we stand shocked at the bitter 
bloody end. What seemed a farce of society was really a tragedy 
of social life. 

Does any one suggest that this picture of high life has its reliefs 
and lighter shades ; that there are exceptions to the general un- 
truth and heartlessness of dominant sétiety? Undoubtedly there 
are. The insincerities and selfishness, the daring impudences, the 

omp and vanities and even crimes of our times, are not so abso- 
utely bad as those of ancient paganism. The Gospel has such 
hold upon the conscience of mankind, that even those who per- 
sonally despise it are subject to its restraint. Since the man Christ 
Jesus walked this earth, it is utterly impossible for abject, shame- 
less vice to flaunt in high places with the unbridled license which 
it had of old. But this incidental effect of Christianity, compel- 
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ling the world itself to disguise and beautify its very sins, only 
speaks more loudly the need, that the high places of the world as 
well as the low, the shrewd, accomplished, and brilliant minds,who 
shape human customs, should be brought under the personal in- 
fluence of the religion of Christ. Yes, we need to pray for all 
who are in authority; not as a meaningless ceremony, but as a 
means of bringing about the reign of truth and sacred honor in 
the land. God can convert men to himself even amid the tempta- 
tions of high place. He can quicken his own servants when in 

ts of influence and make them as light and salt even in the 
midst of darkness and corruption. He will do it when it is besought 
in faith. We need in the elevation of such men to stations of trust, 
to seek for those who have something more than talent and ad- 
dress, and that is, conscience. We have aright in this Christian 
age to be represented at those seats of influence, whence social 
usages and laws descend, by men and women, who wear the graces 
of a genuine piety and illustrate a Christian behavior. One pious 
woman, within our fresh remembrance, dwelling for four years in 
the highest place of the land, set, in the midst of worldly society, 
an example of true Christian dignity and independence, which 
was felt and honored, far and near. If the gay throng who 
gathered at the White House felt their usual freedom somewhat 
abridged, there was that in the consistent purpose of a Christian 
woman * which made many think on what was “true and honest, 
= and lovely, and of good report.” When such examples shall 

multiplied in our high places, many a wanderer along the cour- 
ses of the world will be won to better, truer living, many a tempt- 
ed and misguided soul be saved from wreck and from despair. 

Do you ask, then, how the religion of the Gospel purifies our 
social life? how it protects from these impositions of world] 
taste and custom? how it tends to banish from the land such 
scenes of household shame and swift vengeance as are fresh in our 
thought ? 

Christianity tends to create and maintain every where a strong 
simplicity of character. Worldliness is never simple, never inge- 
nuous. The whole atmosphere of society, in the centers of state 
and power, is artificial. Its plans are policies and expediencies, 
Its tastes are affected. Its manners are put on. Its ideas of ho- 
nor, of duty, and of worth, are made to hand. It craves excite- 
ments, splendors, pageants, the most rare and costly displays of 
dress, the flash of priceless gems, the soft voices of flattery and 
adulation. To be courted and admired, this is its triumph; a 


* The amiable and accomplished lady Mrs, Ex-President Polk, while receiving 
and treating her guests with great urbanity and kindness, did not permit dancing in 
the White House during the four years in which she presided over its social ceremo- 
nies.—EpitoR oF National PREacuERr, 
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trium e purchased, often, at how sharp a sacrifice of peace and 
hazard of virtue! This is the style of social life which goes forth 
to mock the world at large, and claim their imitation. And on 
this the religion of Jesus can Jook down. A soul in which Christ 
has his throne, is not dazzled by the glitter of jewels, or the bril- 
liancy of courts. It is not fascinated by the “lust of the eye” 
or “the pride of life.” It does not thirst for those brimming hours 
of pleasure, in which hearts, empty of an honest love, whisper the 
same flatteries at many shrines; in which the wily trickster in af- 
fairs of state beguiles his dupe, and the smooth seducer plies his 
arts of shame. A true Christian manhood or womanhood, can not, 
and will not, breathe an atmosphere of intrigue. It will not walk 
in a vain show. Let the Gospel once have power in high places; 
let a living piety gain influence there, and its presence will be felt 
the land over, in a clear and strong simplicity of character. Be- 
fore it, all these lies and shams of worldliness, these counterfeits of 
honor, these tricks of state, these treacheries and infidelities of so- 
cial life, will wither away. When the thoughts of any people, led 
by supreme minds, bend in earnest to the things that are true, 
honest, lovely, and of good report, base thoughts and a base socie- 
ty are routed. 

The religion of Christ, moreover, tends to preserve, unchanged, 
the native instincts of modesty. There is born in all of us a delicate 
perception of what is modest and pure. There is a silent law 
which tells us all alike, with one instinct, what are the due bounds 
of familiarity in behavior, in address, in the very contact of our 
persons. Every one, whose native sensibilities have not been 
blunted, feels at once what constitutes an undue freedom, either in 
manners or in the slightest suggestion, tone, or allusion of lan- 
guage; and every modest mind resents such liberty, and sees in it 
an affront. I am not here speaking of that exquisite and prudish 
consciousness, which is an unhealthy trait, but of that native and 
shrinking modesty which adorns true womanhood, as does the de- 
licate bloom the ripened fruit, and which is the crown and honor 
of a manly spirit. It is something which must not be touched or 
worn away. 
. Now, against this instinct of modesty, worldliness, from its 
vantage-ground of place and power, wages subtle and incessant 
war. The minds a have in all time been influential in shap- 
ing the customs of society, have not been pure. Privy councilors 
in the realm of Fashion never have been chosen because of their 
spotless virtue. They never have been anxious to exclude from 
social life and manners all that might be questionable in point of 
delicacy. Whether by design or not, there have.crept into those 
usages of society, which have come down to us from the centers 
of worldly, and especially of foreign life, not a few allowances 
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and freedoms which, without the sanction of high custom, every 
one would call immodest. When, some years ago, a distinguished 
citizen of Philadelphia, who was at the very summit of society, 
- first saw the waltz, then just introduced from France, he broke 
out in indignation, and declared, that if any man should offer to 
dance after that fashion with his wife or daughters, he would 
horsewhip him on the spot. He spoke bluntly out an honest 
instinct of our nature. Nothing but the overbearing insolence of 
worldly custom has persuaded any who pretend to modesty, to 
practice that and other similar dances of modern date. I should 
think worse of womanhood, if I did not believe, that the novice 
in such pleasures often feels the silent protest of a native delicacy 
against the indiscriminate contacts, if not unusual freedoms, to 
which these, and even simpler forms of dancing are liable. Certainly, 
any man, who should offer to approach and half-embrace, no 
matter now gracefully, a true woman, in the quiet of her parlor, 
would be thrust with indignation from the dwelling, never again 
to enter its door. But if such a freedom is insolent in private, 
what makes it tolerable in public? If an embrace is not to be en- 
dured, in the decorum of a parlor, why is it to be endured, with 
rolonged indulgence, in all the swaying throng and pressure of a 
all-room, or a more select assemblage? If it would be an offense 
and an outrage in an evening call, why is it permitted in the pre- 
sence of invited guests, at a full-dress party, falsely so called? 
Why, but that the power of worldly custom has strangely marred 
.the pure instinct which God has put in us, and worn away, with 
polished and persistent impudence, the finer sense of modesty? It 
is easy for parents to be indulgent. It is common for the young 
to be thoughtless. Young men may heedlessly feel, as 1 have 
seen the sentiment expressed in print, that ‘If women were satis- 
fied with such modes of pleasure, it certainly was not for them to 
object.” But I am sure that many such a young man, if he had 
but known a mother’s love, and cherished a sister’s or a wife’s 
honor, would cut off his right hand before he allowed them to be 
subject to such a law of social life. He knows with what kind of 
comment every such freedom of manners is liable to be discussed, 
beyond a woman’s hearing. And if he gives a sober second 
thought, he will feel that for him there isa manlier part. He isto 
protect, not to trifle, with feminine delicacy. Rather forego every 
such form of pleasure, than hazard the slightest disrespect to one 
who bears the name of Woman. 
As it is with these particular modes of pleasure, so it is with 
other exceptionable familiarities and hoyden, freedoms, which are 
justified under the exhilarations of some society. So, with the 
daring flatteries of speech and glance, which, addressed to conscious 
beauty, are often arrows of temptation, inflaming vanity, and 
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arousing a passionate desire of admiration. All these are lures, 
by which many a once pure and gentle nature has been entangled, 
led astray, and spoiled. 

Now, the religion of Jesus stands forth in this world to stay this 
fascination, and guard the early freshness of unsullied modesty. 
All the lessons, all the thoughts, all the emotions, which Christ- _ 
ianity inspires, tend to foster a shrinking delicacy of imagination 
and of life. He who has consecrated himself to Christ, declares at 
once his independence of all these social usurpations of authority, 
by those who have the accident of place. He will not lend him- 
self to the Jax views and indefinite assumptions of society. He 
does not incline to tamper with indulgences, which lie along the 
bounds of propriety. He is not disposed to argue for wider liber- 
ties of pleasure. His native instinct, quickened by the indwell- 
ing spirit of Christ, bears him ever back on the sure footing of 
oe modesty. 

urke somewhere makes the fine remark that the “ true defense 
of virtue is in her outposts.” There it is that the religion of 
Christ fortifies the social life of his disciples. They are not to 
experiment with the pretended innocences of the world. They 
are not to see how near they can approach worldliness without 
becoming worldly. They are to lead a distinct life. They are 
to avoid the very appearance of evil. They are to draw a clear 
margin between their life and all that is even questionable. The 
precept is not “ whatsoever things may be true, may prove pure, 
may not be unlovely or of bad report,” but “ whatsoever things 
are true,” and beyond all question “ honest, just, pure, lovely, and 
of good report, think on these things.” 

ould to God, that that seducer, slain in his guilt; that frenzied 
murderer, misled by false honor; that tempted, fallen woman, had 
learned betimes thus to think. Taught in the school of Christ, 
they might not have shone so brightly in the halls of fashion. 
They might not have played so prominent a part in political life 
or in society. They might, to the votaries of gayety, who love 
pleasure more than they love God, and thirst for what excites and 
fascinates, have seemed dull company. But then might they have 
had a life of hallowed peace, homes blossoming with gladness, 
children uncursed by memories of shame, long years, perhaps, of 
honor and of sacred love, and a death timely and serene. Sad 
group, they pass before our view! The dead, the living, and the 
living-dead ; the orphaned household and the more than orphaned 
child! Write beneath this picture in your memory, “ Victims of 
a false social life!” “ Cashion at the shrine of worldliness!” 
“ Devotees fallen and crushed beneath the car of Mammon!” 

Do any of yousay, “‘ What has all this todo with me? Iam in 
no danger of such crimes.” Let us believe you are not. Thank 
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God for it. Bless his word for its restraining power, his sabbaths 
for their sacred benedictions, his Spirit for his sanctifying grace. 
But is this all you have to say in presence of such woe— “I am 
safe”? Have you no thought of duty save to yourself or to im- 
mediate friends? There is a larger and more Christian lesson for 
us. What would you not have given to save this lost wife and 
mother from her bitter fall? What sacrifice, what self-denial 
would you have counted dear, if by your example you might have 
shielded her from such distress, or delivered her from such solici- 
tations? Think one moment— what? Would you have denied 
yourself one pleasure, or surrendered one indulgence? Would you 
have found within you a spirit like that of Paul, who was ready 
if need be, “‘ not to eat meat while the world standeth, lest he 
make his brother to offend”? Would you have borne one taunt 
orsneer? Would you have dared to take your stand, far within 
what might perhaps to you be innocent amusements, because to 
her they were avenues of temptation ? 

Then prove your earnestness. There is need. For there are 
multitudes around us who are powerfully swayed by the example 
of those who move in the high places of this community. They 
are not guarded by all the better associations which protect you. 
They can not safely dally with indulgences which you, perhaps, can 
keep within due bounds. The influence of Christian families, such 
‘ as gather in these churches, families distinguished by rare training 
and refinement, can not but be powerfully felt on all the surround- 
ing social life. If their ideas of truth, of honor, of intercourse and 
enjoyment, bear the high, clear, stamp of Christ-like purity ; if 
their whole being is manifestly “ not conformed to this world,” 
not shaped by its authority ; then, through many hearts and lives, 
will go forth a quiet energy of example, to strengthen noble pur- 
pose, to defend true modesty, to weaken the forces of temptation, 
and save from evil many a frail and unprotected soul. 

But let Christians here become compliant toward worldly cus- 
tom ; let them draw no clear, broad line between their modes of 
life and pleasure and those prevailing among the world; let their 
religion never assert its independence of society ; then they who 
are of the world will secretly despise their weakness. The very 
flatterers who persuaded them to renounce their consistency, will 
hold them in silent disrespect. Many will be led to doubt the 
genuineness of all piety, and will quote them, by name, in the 
street, as evidences that religion makes no real change in character 
or life. Many will encourage themselves in what will to them be 
sin, and perhaps will lead thenceforth lives of settled impenitence. 
Some will venture, under the indorsement of Christian example, 
into modes. of life and pleasure, which they have no strength or 
grace to bear, and will fall tempted and spell-bound, into utter 
woe. The unwatchful liberty of a too thoughtless Christian, has 
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many a time been the false light, which turned one and another 
into courses of waywardness and sin, from whose fascinations no 
after-zeal or earnestness could bring the wanderer back. 

Follower of Jesus! is your lamp trimmed and burning? Does 


aoe light so shine, that men, seeing your good works, glorify your 
ather which is in heaven? 


 Norr.--- The historic fact of eurious interest, we can not refrain from recording 
here, that the eloquent author of the preceding discourse, eon of Dr. Goodrich of 
Yale College, is the thirty-fifth lineal descendant of the Emperor Charlemagne, whe 
died 812, more than a thousand years ago,-Epitor or National PrEacnEr. 





